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[6] 
Nothing at the fame Time could recom- 
mend the Goſpel more effectually to the 
Hearts and Affections of Mankind, than to 
find thoſe very Principles of Benevolence, 
which are the Support and Bleſſings of ſo- 
ciab Life, repreſented to them” likewiſe as 
the Excellency and. Perfection of their Re- 


ligjon. The external Evidence of Miracles 


and mighty Works was to teſtify the Al- 


mighty Power and Authority of God in its 
Confirmation; but tis the intrinſic Excel- 
lence of its Nature, the amiable Spirit of 
its Precepts, and their vit⸗ Efficacy to pro- 
mote mutual Happineſs amongſt Men, that 


muſt recommend it to Practice, both as a 


SY 


And what better Proof of * its DivincOcþ 
_ ginal, than that the Exerciſe of thoſe hea- 
venly Virtues of Love and Goodneſs to our 
Fellow - Creatures ſhould be made the Teſt 
of our Religious Obedience to our Creator 4 


By this foal all Men kriow that e are my Dy 4 
1 ples g if Je Bave Love one to. another. As 


much as to ſay, Be not ambitious of diſtin- 
Ealſhin 8. Ze iow 9932 U 


tle outward, Ad- 


TS 


waritages of Superiority or Dominion, which | 
ſome of you ſeem to affect; nor by a rigid 
Adherence to punctilious Niceties and mere 
formal Obſervances, as your Maſters the 
Phariſees teach their Diſciples; much leſs 
think to ingratiate yourſelves with me, or 
with the World, by a ſpiritual Pride and 
Contempt of others, aiming to be thought | 
the only Favourites of Heaven, as is the 
common Superſtition of Mankind. This is 
not the Genius of my Religion. But be 
it the foremoſt Mark of your Character to 
be diſtinguiſhed for your Condeſcenſion and 
Humility, your exemplary Love and uni- 
verſal Good-will: This will be the moſt ef 

al w: i gage & Succeſs to my Doc- 
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att bs farther on —— 1 5 
chuſe fitſt to be ſome what more parti 
ren e mag che Words. of the Text, 
and the ; e 1 * 7 *Oceafion' upon w : which 
— cohich all held 1s 
the next Place to e practical Influences 
10 8 E090; 733, 770 they 
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they have, and ought to have upon us, more 


pope in ſuch, cee 28 the preſent 


* 7 
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ain org a he 
| Oc of the Words. It 
1 1 was now. 8 laſt Supper before the Paſſo- 
ver, that our Bleſſed. Saviour was giving his 
—— from obſcure, ei of his 
that his. Hur as. come; that h 
hould depatt out of this Warkd unto the Father, 
having loved his.own which were in the World, 
be loved them unto the. End. That 1 is, though 
be had already given them, 1 uf 
ot his Love towards them during t 
Iniſtry, Jet be wee T 
. this Time to expreſs) it by: a more 
able Inſtance of Tenderneſs and Affection 


than he had done befone: Iv ith» this View 


ern ee binn een tht 
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>” IT 
of Comideſienden in their Maſter, to comes 
to them an inſtructive Leſſon of Humility 


; 
gh, 


and affectionate Love to one another. NI 


your Lord and Maſter have waſhed your Feet, 
ye ought 40% to waſh one anthers Feet ; for I 
have given you an Example that ye ſhould do as 
T'have done to you. Let ſuch a Temper as 


this, influetice your Behaviour after my De- 


parture: Be it your conſtant Aim to aps 
prove yourſelves my Diſciples by like In- 


Rs of Humility throughout the Con- 
duct of your Life, condeſcending even to 
the loweſt Offices of Kindneſs and brother- 


ly Love, after the Example I have here ſet 
you; an Example uncommon in the World, 
and at the ſame Time the beſt Token of 
oodneſa of your Profeſſion.— 

goes on in this Chapter di 

Ap les, and after diſco-· 


f 


he takes a t Occaſion 15 n. a to „ dem de 
eg of his fortrier Charge in a POR 


| 10 ] 


Commandment I give unto you, that ye love 
one another ; as T have loved you, that ye ' alſo 
love another. By this ſhall all Men know that 
Je are my Diſciples, iF ye have Love one to ano- 
ther. As the Time of my Departure is 
now at hand, let me again inculcate it as 
my. dying Requeſt to you, that you would 
teſtify the Sincerity of your Obedience to 
me, by exerciſing that peculiar. Kind of 
Love to one another, which I have hitherto 
ſo eminently exemplified towards you in my 
Life, and am now farther about to confirm 
by ſuffering Death for your ſakes: A Kind 
of — o exalted in its Degree, and ſo lit- 

el n and practiſed in the World, that 
it can dee be looked upon as àa Duty of 
common Obligation, or the Dictate of Na- 
ture, but rather as a Precept of Poſitive In- 

itution, a: new Cummandment of my own 
| Appointment. ©. 31 The Common ee, e 
of Humanity and ſocial Kindneſs to one an- 
other are what Nature teaches, my the Cir- 
eumſtances of -our Being demand; but for 
chat _ 1 ol Lore hkk now 
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| Example ot our Lord himſelf, a8 from the 
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ty alone that can furniſh Motives to it; fo 
therefore ſhould the Practice of it be in a 


ſtrict Senſe the proper and enen 
Character of Chriſtians. 


Thus then you ſee wherein the Newnef 


of the Commandment conſiſts, and with 


what Propriety it is made the Mark of a 
true Diſciple of Chriſt. It is new, as far as 
it is heightened and enforced upon Chriſtian 
Conſiderations; and it is a proper Mark of 


Chriſt's Diſciples, becauſe it is in a peculiar 
Manner imitating him their Maſter, and co- 
pying after the higheſt Inſtances of Love 
and Goodneſs that were ever exhibited to 


the World. For greater Love bath n M 


than this, that a Man ge down 79 3 far 
his Friends. iet 7 en 


Pe: 


| I come now to the praical CR nos 


which the Words of the Text thus explain- 


ed ought to have upon us, as well from the 


expreſs Commands he has laid on his Fol- 
lowers ; a proper Subject for the C 


of this Day's len Meng, 1 
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_ ity and Beneficence, at leaſt to ſuch as are 
et 
much wanted in the preſent Age. What- 
over other Vices and Corruptions prevail to 


; i * * _ 
4 a 6 * 


| 4 with a this Nation- ab 


1! 


bo ted: Exhortations to Works of Cha- 


3 


ublick Nature, do not ſeem to be 


diſtinguiſh the Times we live in, 2 2 


Want af Tenderneſs and Compal 
the Poor and Diſcafed, is by no Means 


a * of the Character of the Age; an an 


But certainly a Want of Charity, of Pub- 
bek Charity at leaſt, is not one of thoſe 
midſt * other Improvements in 
and Sciences, Ingenuity and Polite- 
zunds, - 2 
Spirit of Generoſity likewiſe, and an Atten- 


tion 70 the Miſeries and Diſtreſſes of their 
Fellow - Creatures are become in a Manner 


FTafte and Diſpoſition, 1 would 


rather x it, 1 Virtue of the 18 5 


1 5 
Py 
GE 


Age, whic need not be loaded with addi- 
tional: e of Guilt, already 
proachable enough for Vices of its own. 
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| 1 14 * 
Benefifions the great Skill and Care ufed 
for the Relief of the poor Patient, the extra -· 
ordinary Cures that have been wrought in 


it, the Oeconomy, Unanimity, and prudent 
Management o of the Worthy Governors, un- 


biaſſed by narrow Views or Party Conſidera- 


tions, do all proclaim aloud your Praiſes 
much better than any Encomiums from the 
Pulpit can pretend to do. ee 
Permit me rather to offer to your 
1 houghts (as beſt becomes me in this Place) 
a ſerious Reflection of two upon the Nature 
of theſe kind of Charities in general in a re- 


ligious View, as well for the Satisfaction of | 


thoſe who are already engaged in them, as 
for the Encouragement of others to begin, 
who may not as oy be o ee 55000 
fd towards them. 

To provide for the Sick and Needy, what 
is it elſe but to co- operate with the Divine 
Providence in the Adminiſtration of the 


World? For ſuch is the eſtabliſhed Order 
and Conſtitution of Things about us, that 


wie are all made to be ſubſervient to each o- 
ther in the Hands of Providence. I he va- 


1 „ 
1 110 


. 2 0 g. . „ K „„ s e 2 


T wt 


1 5 Jy” 


nous Ranks and Conditions of Mankind, 


their different Talents and Capacities, do 


naturally ſuppoſe different Allotments to 


each, and of courſe infer different Employ- 
ments and Functions aflign'd, and to be ex- 


erciſed by each; which tho not all of equal 


Dignity, yet are of equal Neceſſity for the 
Support of Society, and for the Happineſs 
of the Whole. We are, in the ſtricteſt po- 
litical Senſe as well as religious, every one 
Members one of another, ſo that the Eye cannat 


Jay to the Hand, I have no need of thee, nor a- 


gain the Head to the Feet, I have no need of 


vou; nay much more thoſe Members of the Body, 


which ſeem to be more feeble, are aces. 
'Tis. impoſſible all the Members ſhould have 
the ſame Office in the publick Body of Man- 
kind, any more than in the Natural; and 
tis from the Variety and Subordination of 
the Parts that reſults the Beauty and Perfec- 
tion and Happineſs of the Whole. They 
each adminiſter to the others Wants, and 
the Deficiencies of ſome are ſupplied. out of 
the Abundance of others. From which cloſe 
Connection and Sympathy in the Body it una- 
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diffuſe Joy — —— i age 


in the Seaſon of Melancholy, and ad- 1 
miniſter Relief to the gloomy Bed of Sick. 
neſs: It will beſpeak Salvation wt nee = 
in the important Moment of Dean. 
ving ſaid thus much bri 
tisfaction of thoſe 


any ſuch there be, hd may not be ſo fu- 
y diſpoſed towards therm. Mith theſe 
upon Principles of Reaſo 

ion, without deſeending too minu 


1861 


and which every Man, who has not Nifled 
the Suggeſtions of his own Breaſt, muſt find 


- written, within him. Every Motion of Self. 
Love, when duely conſider d, will become 


an Argument likewiſe of Social Kindneſs. 
Every Want we feel within ourſelves, every 
Circumſtance or Occaſion wherein we ſtand 


in need of the Help of others, every Inſtance 
wherein we are conſcious of our own Inſuf- 
ficiency and Weakneſſes, are but ſo many 
powerful Motives to draw us out of ourſelves, 
i make us extend our Bowels beyond us, 
and view our Brother as placed in the ſame 
Condition, as a Partner in the ſame Dangers. 
Or, if we conſider ourſelves as Fellow-Crea- 

tures and Subjects of the ſame Supreme Be- 
ing, under one common Providence and 
E Government, partaking of the ſame com- 
| mon Nature, and placed i in the ſame Digni- 
ty. a an Rank of Being, what 1 18 all this but 
the filent Voice, the ſecret Whiſper of Na- 
ture, pleading his Neighbour's Cauſe in each 


Man's Breaſt ? Again, when we reflect on 
the Frame and Conſtitution of the Human 


Mind, WES Tulepthie: of every tender 
N | „ Sentiment, 


ö 


_— 


» « 4 FLY 
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Sentiment, affected by every OHect of Mi- 
fery and Diſtreſs, and which cannot, if it 
would, be unmov d at the Sufferings of a- 
nother; ſhall we fay that all this is nothing 
but brutal Inſtin& ? or do we think theſe 
kind Diſpoſitions implanted in us for no 
End? Did the Author of Nature intend | 
them for no other Uſe, but to lie idle and 
inactive Principles within us? In ſhort, 
would we ' conſult our own beſt Happineſs 
and Enjoyment in Life? Experience will 
ſoon inform us, that it cannot be done any 
Way ſo effectually, as by gratifying our na- 
tural Appetites of Benevolence and Com- 
paſſion. - Or do we think it an imaginary 
Pleaſure with which Job was amuſing him- 
ſelf, when he made it one of his greateſt 
Comforts in his Diſtreſs, that he was able 
to reflect with - himſelf in ſuch a Way as 
this — Mben the Ear heard me, then it bleſſed 
me; and when the Eye ſaw me, it gave Witneſs 
to ne: Becauſe I delivered the Poor that cried, . 

and the Fatberigſi, and him that had none to 
bleib him, The Bleſfng of him that was ready 
fo U come upon "ey n, Wi- 
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du, Heart „ n 
the Blind, and Feet wa Þ to the Lame; I was 


4 Father to the Poor, and the Cauſe which J 


ew not, 1 ſearched out, Such Conſiderati- 


'I 6 ons as theſe are the Suggeſtions of Nature 
and common Humanity; and if we call in 


next the Aſſiſtance of Revelation, we ſhall 
find thoſe Duties ſtill ſtrengthened and en- 


larged by new een and om Qbli- 
15 un. of 


' Chriſtian Aeltervlande, 1 will ill 8 up- 


; on this Occaſion, Chriſtian Hoſpitality, is 


of a wide and diffuſive Nature, by no Means 


to be confined within the narrow Bonnds of 
the Houſbold of Faith; it extends to all Man- 
indeed would it be for the 

| Chriſtian World, were it but practiſed, as it 


ought, amongſt thoſe who call 


Chriſtians! But ſtill, though dis micht be 
one chief Mark of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
yet ſo imperfect an Exerciſe of it would fall 


very ſhort of the Extenſiveneſs 15 he Duty; 
and our Imitation of our 


W For do comp eat 


would be but a faint Copyo tho gra Orig 


— a} og. peas et 


W ee g. bp MREompMH@2 Moy. 


Degree, ola mblin 8 him x oy we L43 
to imitate, If therefore the Deſign of our 
Bleſſed Lord's coming into the World Wy 


hi 


: to promote the General Good of Mankind, 
if it was to promote univerſal Good - Will, 
and in that univerſal Happineſs, if it was to 
4 redeem us from. all Iniquity, and to reconcile 
F the World of Sinners to God, if it was to be 

| a _Propittation, as. St. Jahn ſpeaks, Not only 


for aur Sins, but alſo for the Sins of the whole 
World, if this was the Meaſure. of Chriſt's 
Love, we are then ſufficiently taught the 
| boundleſs Extent of our own. In this View 
we look upon all Mankind as our Brethren 
and Friends, as equally Objetts of Chriſtian 
,/ becauſe deſigned to ſhare in the 
| fame common Benefits, rocured them by 
our common Benefactor. Not only the 
| whale Scheme of Chriſtianity is bullt on 
Pri ee n 
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extenſive as the Creation itſelf. A Charity 
not, reſtrained by any ſelfiſh Confideratt- 
ons, nor confin'd to particular Sects, or Par- 


fies, or Profeſſions. A Charity which un- 
5 folds its Arms to every Object of Miſery 


and Compaſſion, in whatſoever Shape and 
Appearance; 10 feed the Hungry, to clothe the 
Naked, to viſit the Sick, to pour Oil upon 
the Wounded, to comfort the Afflicted, to 
entertain the Stranger, to relieve the Op- 
= preſſed. - A Charity i in ſhort which embra- 
ces its Enemies as well as Friends, its Influ- 
ence in the World being no leſs univerſal 
than that of Providence itſeff; who maketh bis 
Sun to riſe on the Foil and on the Good, and 
1 Rain om the Juſt and on the Un? 
But farther, the great Importance of this 
Chriſtian Duty (of Charity) is no leſs to be 
conſidered than its Extent. It is every where 
throughout the Scripture ſet forth as that on 


is repreſented, in- the ſublime Manner of the 
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which the main Strefs of Religion is laid: It 


xcred Writings,” as the Whole of our 
| Rightsouſnels/ It is on the Performance or 
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: 


chriſti n Se is poet Jay an, Fl Day: 
inaſmuch as ye have done it unte one of the leaſt 


of theſe my, Brethren, ſaps our bleſſed Lord, 


ye haue done. it unto me. You ſee our Savioug 
here makes the. Caſe of the ſuffering Brother 


bis own, and looks upon the good Offices 


done him in the ſame Light as if done to - 
himſelf. . There i is a beautiful Thought of 
this Nature in the Royal Prophet, where he 


unto the Lord, and that hich be hath given 
will be pay him again. Can there poſlibly be 
a greater Encouragement thar this to chari- 
table. Deeds, where God himſelf i is repre- 

ted as cloſely. concerned in the Cauſe of 
the Poer, and charging himſelf with the 


: det of a Debt. ee as it were 


St. Fol enforces this Duty 1 "= _ 
Charity i in the ſtrongeſt and moſt affe&ionate 
Manner, making it not only the. moſt im- 

diate and firſt Duty of Religion, but 


likewiſe as eſſentially oonnected with the 
Love of God.  Whoſo bath this World's Good, 


4 feeth bis Brather have need, and ſhutterb . 


ſays, He that hath Pity upon the Poor, lendeth | 


affon from bin, bow 
God in him? Vain are his 
Pretenſions to Religion and che We of 5 
God, if he does not manifeſt it 


And bateth bis Brother"! he 5 is 4 25. 
ar : : He belyes his Profeſſion, he 2008 quite | 
nconfiſtent with the Deſign | 
gion, and even contrary | to the plain' Reaſon 
of the Thing: For, be that” ee not his 5 
Brother, whom he bath ſeen, bow can Be Toe : 
Hs Hite" Ho hath af fa eee We . 
Confidence can a Man preſume to 1 \ ö 
has any true Love of God, that hath throw 
aſide all Regard to the Wants and Netefh- 
ties of his Fellow. Sreatures with _ he 3 
'Fves, and Who are every ' Day f 
bim with freſh Objects of 1 
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10 as s if it was deficient i in not inculcating on 
EX Mankind the. Duties of ſocial Love, and Be- 
nevolence, brotherly Affection and Friend- 
ſhip; Qualities the moſt valuable belonging 
to Human Nature, the Support and Blef- 
fipgs « of Society. How groundleſs a Charge 
this is, has, 1 hope, fully appeared 24.4 
what has been ſaid. — Certainly the Sacred 
Authors did not forget to b the Valu- 
ableneſs of theſe Virtues, fince you ſee they 
have preferred them to all others. They 
| have not ſurely omitted to inculcate the Im- 
portance and Neceſſity of practiſing them, 
ſince they have made the Whole of our Du- 
ty to be contained i in them. — Are there 
wanting Motives or Examples i in the Chriſti- 
an Scheme, of diſintereſted Love, or che 
maſt heroic Friendſhip ? | View but the Sa- 
viour of Mankind in the ſeveral Circumſtan- 
ces of his Life, his Preaching, his Sufferin gs, 
and his Death. The Good of others was bis : 
0 Ping Aim, and the Spring of every Acti- 
on. He went about doing Good, and healing 
al Kind of I Diſeaſe, making both. the Deaf. 
to 9 15 and the Damb zo Heal. Are there 
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any Precepts enforced with more Ardency 
n Affection than others? It is, when ſuch 
as relate to the Exerciſe of Mercy and Good- 
neſs are the Subject of the Injunction. Is 
there a greater or more extenſive Love any 
where recommended to us in the Book of 
Nature, than that we ſhould love one another, 
as Chrift hath loved us? Or is it a ſmall 
Degree of it required, that as be laid down 
his Life for us, ſo ought we to lay down our 
Lives for the Brethren? Theſe are not in- 
deed Inſtructions given us with regard to 
private F riendſhips, and narrow reſtrained 
Aſſociations ef Benevolence; but can it 
therefore be ſaid that theſe Virtues are over- 
looked, or that Chriſtianity which enjoins 
the general Duties in ſo ſtrong a Manner, 
| ſhould yet diſcountenance the particular 
Branches? Mankind are but too apt of 
themſelves to run into little confederate 
Schemes of Affection and domeſtick Love, 
to confine their Kindneſſes to Party and 
Faction, to the Preju ice of that more ge- 
nerous and publick - ſpirited Charity, which 
che . intended | to. Introduce, 2 
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| 2 not be x put in mind of the . to 

| A Family or a Friend; N. ature itſelf whiſ- 
; pers but too fwourably i in their Behalf; and 


N Miſchiefs Aarifing from the Want of a 
general Benevolence in the World, are more 
to be de plored than what. thoſe Portia 
| Filendibips can coumerballance. = 
e 1 I been recommending theſ 
| 5 table Inſtitutions upon Chriſtian Princi 
= ples, and upon n Confiderations. If 
1 Any y thing farther remains to. recommend 
rt Is effectually to the Men of the 
World, who do not N act yy pon religi- 
ous Motives, , it muſt be the Ut ity 
F Effects they produce to che Publick, 
n Civil and Fall View. 3 
. wa Remark no leſs im portant than i 
. "it Cothindn, that there is no 4 e „ 
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